MAR/APR 1993 
March 30, 1993 


Dear Out-of-Town Members, 


I have been busy the past month or so, what with processing quite 
a few new members that have joinea, in response to Hugh Howie's efforts 
at recruiting QL-types. We presently have about 85 out-of-town members, 
as well as about 12 in-town (Toronto; members. 


Mina you, Hugh is going to have most of the ongoing work I am sure. 
Taking care of these new QL members' needs. 


I mention this in case some of you have been wondering at my slow 
responses!! I think I am pretty much up to date, but if any of you feel 
otherwise, arop me a line. I may have lost sight of your requests. 


In the back of this letter is a list of Timex treasures which I am 
clearing out. Now, I coula just chuck them into the garbage. I'm not 
really interested in trying to set a value on them. 


Some of you may be interested in some of these items. If you are, 
make me an offer which will encourage me to go to the trouble of packing 
them up ana mailing them. 

I get just about enough work in packaging tapes and disks, etc., so 
I am not particularly excited about still more packaging. Tempt me. I'll 
sent out individual items. 


Does anyone out there have a Larkenized RAMEX system, or do you know 
someone who does? I'd like to get in contact with him. We'd like to get 
a copy of the LKDOS code for the RAMEX version. One of our members has 
just such a system, but with the early vintage Larken LKDOS. We'd like 
to upgrade it to the version 3 LKDOS. Larry Kenny does not seem to be 
much help. Bob Swoger has been more helpful. Anyway, if anyone has 
ideas? 


You may notice that the newsletter has a disassembly of the Larken 
LKDOS. This disassembly has been done by one of our members, Ken 
Shoenberg. Through an oversight this issue of the newsletter does not 
give him the deserved credit. We shall redress this in the next issue. 
The uisassembly is quite lengthy. Such that we shall have to run it in 
many issues. It seemed only right and proper that it be published for 
the recora, rather than languishing in someones files. 


One thing I should say right now. Our newsletter has been very 
successful in the past several years aue to member contributions. It is 
the newsletter which is the lifeblood of a club whose members are as 
aispersed as we are. And, if no one writes articles for the newsletter, 
we have no newsletter, and presently no more club. Ana people then say, 
"Whatever happened to that fine Timex club we used to belong to". 

Do make an effort to write something for us. 


I shll have to close this letter off, and get the newsletters into 
the mail. 


Sincerely, 


George Chambers 


Haraware m 
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Tape head demagnetiser k 

TS-2068 (suitable for spares, 

TS-2050 Modem (Original Westridge w/docs and Power Supply) 
TS-2050 modem (Westridge surplus item, in metal case; 
TS-2050 modem ( - ” " , uncased / 

JIL Program aata Recoraer 

JIL Compudeck tape recorders 

Tape head cleaning tape 

TS-2040 Printer w/power Supply 

Cartridge OS-64, for 2068 

15 rolls of Timex 2040 printer paper 


eiai ie ei 
Better Programming for your Spectrum & ZX81, by R. Speel 
Tantalizing games for the TS2000 series, by Hal Renko 
TS2068 User Manuals 
TS1000 User Manuals 
40 Best M/C routines for the ZX Spectrum w/explanations 
The Spectrum Workshop - Wordprocessing and beyond 
The Working T/S 2068, by David Laurence 
Creative Games for the TS-2068, by Robert Maunder 
* Color Graphics for the TS2048 and TS2068 Computers 
Timex Sinclair 2068 Beginner/Intermediate Guide 
A n " Intermediate/Advanced Guide 
Computer Telecommunication Techniques (not for Sinclair) 
Write your own Adventure programs (An USBORNE series) 
Usborne Guide to Better Basic u " " 
Understanding Computer Graphics " " u 
Ideas for Micro Users, A Ladybird computer series book) 
Games for your TS2000, by Peter Shaw 
* Supercharge your Spectrum 
* Spectrum Advanced User Guide 
* Computer Companion for the T/S Computers 
Tim Harnell's GIANT book of computer games (generic Basic) 
S " second GIANT book of computer games(" > 
30 programs for the ZX81 1K memory 
More TRS80 Assembly Language Programming 


Original TS-2068 Program Tapes, 
Artworx V1.1 by Novelsoft 
ZXpert ue pi 
The Worx i" " 
Timachine ne n 
Mscript 
C Language, by HiSoft 
DevPac, n u 
Pro/File, by Tom Woods 
Pro/File, mod by R.C. Fisher 
Voice Chess 
VuFile (Timex) 
ZEUS Assembler 
Fig Forth, by HawgWild Software 
WHAM ( tape - A Sound system for the Spectrum) 
Arkanoids - (A game tape) 
Learning Kit - Numbers at work (2 cassettes with manual) 
Entrepreneur - The complete Business Start-up kit 
(2 cassettes with manual 


Seren TS- 1000 Program Tapes 
Vu-Cule 


Manufacturing Control 

Pinball 

Fastword 

The Budgeter 

Personal Stock Market Planning 

The CarPooler 

Flight Simulator 

TS Compass (an assembler/disassembler, I think) 
ZXpress 

ZX Forth 


Sept/Oct 1993 
October 13, 1993 


Dear Out-of-Town Members, 

This summer I went out to British Columbia for a couple of weeks, 
and met a couple of our club members, Ken Gamey and Marie Kendall. It was 
an interesting thing to meet two of our members. I helped Kena bit (1 
think!) with his TS2068. 


The rest of the summer I have been working on an early vintage PC, a 
sort of a -286 machine. Except that it has an 8088 chip in it. It uses a 
DOS version 3.3, I think. Anyway I have been working on a database program 
for our Scarborough Neighbourhood Watch program. The database is a 
Shareware called WAMPUM, a variation of Dbase. It has been an interesting 
experience. Anyone else used it? 


In fact the experience has been so interesting that I am seriously 


considering the purchase of a more up-to-date PC for myself. A -386 ora 
-486, probably. does that sound ominous? 


I have not seen this current newsletter yet. But I think it is going to 


contain an article from the LIST(?) newsletter, about a Spectrum Emulator 
that works on an MSDOS machine. 

At one of our club meetings we installed it on this PC I speak of, and 
it does look intereting. It is a serious piece of work, and the developer 
has included 60 pages of documentation (on the disk) to go with it. We 
loaded it into the 8088 machine I mention. Though the 8088 pc was too slow 
to be worthwhile, I think with a -386 it would be a marvel. 


I really did not give it much of an exercise, so I cannot give a truly 
criticai comment on it, but it does seem to be a weli thought out 
emulation. It has a shareware price of $30. The remarkable thing about it 
is that you can load Spectrum tapes into the emulated Spectrum (MSDOS 
machine) using a very simple interface assembly. Now, the hooker is that 
the tape loading software is not on the shareware copy of the emulator; 
you get it when you send in the money. You also get the benefit of any 


improvement or documentation done since it's release. Not a bad deal, I'd 
Say. 


I can send you a copy of this disk, if you are interested, and wish to 
try it out. There is also an emulator for the MSDOS machine, which makes 
it behave like a ZX-81/TS1000. It is called XTRICATOR. Ask for a copy of 
this disk if you are interested. Both disks, of course, will load only 
into an MSDOS type machine. 


A couple of members took exception to my comments in the last 
newsletter, about what would happen to the newsletter if no one wrote 
articles for it. Sorry about that, but I think you miss my point. I'm not 


closing the newsletter, it's simply dying off by itself, as most Timex 
newsletters have already. i 


One of our members, Robert Shade, has sent me a copy of a current 4- page 
catalog from a firm in England, The Computer Games Shop. The catalog is 
for Spectrum games tapes. Prices range from 2 Pounds and up. Anyone 
interested in a copy, let me know. 


Sincerely, 


George Chambers 


JULY/AUGUST 1993 
July 28, 1993 
Dear Out-of-Town members, 


Let's mention the newsletter first. Jeff gave me the PRISM +D format disk 
that he mentions in his editorial. And he also loaned me a 3 1/2 inch drive to 
try ft out and see what I could make of it. I used the "doctor.81" program 
(on our Larken library disk #1) to take a look at it. I found that I was able 
to load the tracks into "doctor" without a CRC error appearing. I saved 
segments of the track as code files, and loaded them back into an empty 2068. 
But I had difficulty in getting them properly integrated in the 2068. I gave. 
up, because I had seen the files earlier on tape, and they were not worth 
spending a lot of time with. I'il maybe work on it a bit more and write an 
article about it for next issue of the n/i. 


But I have been doing other interesting things. Don Lambert, in the current 
issue of ZXIR Clive Alive, asks whether there is a way to load a test file 
into REM statements in a Basic program. That's a challenge I could not resist! 
So I did work up a program and procedure to do just that. /'/I/ make an article 
about it for the next issue of SINC=LINK. 


Another project has interested me. Some time ago I wrote a program which 
would load MSDOS text files on disk into Mscript files on a Larken disk. Look 
at our Larken library disk #27. Well, I thought, if I can load a track of an 
MSDOS disk into the 2068, I should be able to save that track onto an empty 
disk. If I did that track by track then I would have copied an MSDOS disk to 
a blank disk. I reworked the trusty "doctor.B1" program a bit, and what do you 
know, I seem to have succeeded. The problem is, however, that so far I have 
not been able to change drives during the process, so I have to switch disks 
back and forth in one drive, for every track that is copied. I only did one 
disk, and that meant two switches for each of 80 tracks! Wow, I'm not daing 
that again until I solve how to change drives. 


Hugh Howie has several good, lengthy articles in the current issue of 
SINC-LINK, about his experiences at the QL Fest at Newport, R.l. Very 
interesting reading. In fact, if it wasn't for Hugh's efforts in the 
newsletter, it would be a pretty thin issue. Come on, out there; we'll fold 
the newsletter if no one writes material for it. And I'm not kidding, either; 
not the slightest bit! 


The Scarborough Neighbourhood Watch managed to finagle a computer from Bell 
Canada. A real oldie, as computers go. It has 680K RAM, a 360K Disk drive, a 
20M hard drive, a printer, and colour monitor. I've been playing around with 
it, since by default, I'm the "computer expert";Ho Hol. 

I've managed to install a front-end menu system, an early-vintage Word 
Perfect, and a shareware database. Installed programs have to be really 
simple; no room for Windows applications with 680K RAM, 20M drive, etc. But 
hey, that's enough for our purposes. It's an interesting challenge though. I'm 
busy reading books called "Using MSDOS", and "DOS for DUMMIES"; and learning 
about things like AUTOEXEC.BAT", CONFIG.SYS, and EDLIN (I told you it was 
old!, it uses a 8088 chip, not even a 80286! ). Sometimes it's nice to come 
back to the 2068, where I know where everything is! 


Tim Swenson has sent me several Timex simulators. One makes an MSDOS think 
it's a ZxXx81, another makes it behave like a Spectrum. These seem to be 
different than others I have. Anyone for copies? They don't really belong in 
the Larken library. I'm at a slight loss how to catalogue them! 

Sincerely, 


George Chambers 


TORONTO TIMEX-SINCLAIR USERS CLUB 


Gen.Sec:~ George C. Chambers, 14 Richome Crt. Scarborough, Ont. MIK 2Y1. (416) 751-7559 
1992 Nov 18 
Dear QL'er, 


In this time of declining QL oriented clubs, we thought you might be 
interested in our club. 


We have been in existence for ten years, and have interests in most 
aspects of Sinclair Computing, (ZX81,2068 Etc.) but we also are one 
of the more active QL clubs in North America. 


We have members in all parts of this continent, many of whom are 
also, or have been, members of collapsed clubs. There are also many 
who do not know that we exist! This letter is directed at those who 
are hearing about us for the first time, or who are looking for 
somewhere to go for help, advice, or just plain "belonging to ---" 


From experience and research we find that although newsletters have 
been exchanged with other clubs, those newsletters may not have been 
made available to the members of those clubs. Result is that many 
may not be aware of the excellence of our publication. 


In a recent review of newsletters by "UPDATE" Magazine, our news- 
letter "SINC-LINK", was stated to be the largest newsletter of any 
club in North America, with good coverage of all Sinclair related 
products, but we were also credited with having "above average QL 
coverage" 


SINC-LINK over the past few years, has usually consisted of around 30 
to 44 full size pages, published six times each year. 


Our newsletter does NOT consist of page after page of extensive 
listings. There may be the occasional short listing, but we prefer 
to have our publication full of real meat and information dealing 
with the Sinclair Computers. 


Membership in the club costs $20 each year, and is effective from the 
day your payment is received. This lets you have six issues of 
SINC-LINK, and access to our extensive libraries. 


We have a QL Library on disk, about 18 disks with over 270 programs 
and utilities, which is available free to all members; the only cost 
to you being to provide the formatted disk and return post and 
packing. 


Owing to our broad base of members and contributers, we are able to 
offer an advisory service, and if we in Toronto don't have the 
answer, we have our far-flung members to call on for aid. 


If you use your QL, then we feel we have something for you, either in 
the form of information or assistance, or just in the knowledge that 
you are in good company! 

By the way - there is a lot of good reading in SINC-LINK, and also 


some interesting graphics! 


QL Contact:—- Hugh H. Howie, 586 Oneida Dr. Burlington. Ont. L7T 3V3. (416) 634 4929 


